THE AMERICAN NOVKI,

as he did with the Otscgo settlement wheic his boyhood had
been spent, and with a time (17^) partly within his mommy,
he could write largely with his eye upon the fact Whatever
romance there is in the story lies less in its plot, which is a
conventional story of a worthy line for the moment dis-
possessed but eventually to !>e restored again; or in its char-
acters, which are, for the most part, studied under a dty light
with a good deal of caustic judgment- less in these tiling??
than in the essential wonder of a pioneer life. In its enstnines
and gestures the novel is not so heroic as The Spy, tndi,ni John,
the last of his proud race, is old and broken, eomxpted by (he
settlements; only his death dignifies him. Natty Bwnjijm, a
composite from ninny Coopersfown surest ions but1 in his
main outlines undoubtedly suggested by Daniel Hnom*, is
nobler than Indian John because he lias not yielded but car lies
into the deeper forest his virtues, which even in Cooper's
boyhood were becoming archaic along the New Vuik frontier,
and now in 1823 had become a legend. Natty stands as a
protest, on behalf of simplicity and pet feel freedom, against
encroaching law and order* In 77ie Pioneer* he is not of the
proportions which he later assumed, and only at the end,
when he withdraws from the field of his defeat by civili/altou,
does he make his full appeal; but he is of the tribe of heroes
to which Harvey Birch had belonged, lowly men of lofty
virtues*

At the time Cooper seems to have seen no larger possibilities
in his pioneer than in his spy. He was still experimenting.
The Pilot, later in 1823, took him to another region of the
frontier which he knew: the sea. The instigating motive was
his desire to surpass Scott's Pirate in seamanship, but Cooper's
imagination caught fire no less remarkably than when he bad
decided to write a purely American talc of heroism or to make
a record of his youthful environment. Like The Spy, his
new novel made use of the Revolutionary matter; like The
Pioneers, it was full of realistic detail from his own experience.
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